
Supp. No.6

Chapter 99

TELECOMMUNICATIONS

Article 1. In Gcneml

Sees. 99-1-99-50. Reserved.

Sec. 99.5l.
Sec. 99.52.
Sec. !H)-53.
Sec. 99-54.
See. 99-55.
See 99-56.
See. 99-57.
See. 99.58.
S(!c. 99.59.

Artic1e II. Towers nnd AntennOIl

Pllrpo~e.
Definition!!.
Permit required.
Colocation requireme.nts.
ThlecolllllIunicnLions fncility swnuurds.
Alternativo structure standards.
Specific standards.
Permit conditions.
PtlTlllit upproval process.

CD99: 1



TELECOMMUNICATIONS

ARTICLE I. IN GENERAL

Secs. 99-1-99-50. Reserved.

ARTICLE ll. TOWERS AND ANTENNAS

Sec. 99-51. Purpose.

The purposes of these regulations for telecom-
munications facilities are:

(1) To facilitate the provisions of telecommu-
nications services throughout the city;

(2) To enhance the ability to provide telecom-
munications services to the community
quickly, effectively, and efficiently;

(3) To encourage the location of towers in
non-residential zone districts;

(4) To minimize the total number oftawers in
the community;

(5) To encourage the joint use of new and
existing tower locations;

(6) To ensure that towers are located in areas
that minimize adverse impacts;

(7) To ensure towers and antennas are con-
figured in a way that minimizes adverse
visual impacts by careful design and ap-
propriate siting;

(8) To encourage the attachment of antennas
to existing structures;

(9) To consider public health and safety of
telecomm unications facili ties;

(10) To avoid damage to adjacent properties
from tower failure through careful engi-
neering and locating of tower structures;
and

(11) To protect residential areas and lands by
minimizing adverse impacts of towers.

(Ord. No. 2116, § 1, 5-23-00)

Sec. 99.52. Definitions.

Accessory support facilities shall mean support
buildings, structures and equipment cabinets for
telecommunications facilities containing electri-
cal and mechanical equipment and devices used
for tbe reception of or transmission of voice, data,
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image, graphic and video programming informa-
tion between or among points by wire, cable, fiber
optics, laser, microwave, radio, satemte, or simi-
lar facilities.

Alternative tower structure shall mean manmade
trees, clock towers, bell steeples, building struc-
tures. or building equipment normally main-
tained above the roof line of a structure, light
poles and similar alternative design-mounting
structures. An alternative tower structure must
be compatible with the natural setting and sur-
rounding structures, and must camouflage or
conceal the presen.ce of antennas and/or towers.
This term also includes any antelma aITay at-
tached to the alternative tower structure.

Antenna shall mean any exterior transmitting
or receiving devices mounted on a tower, building
or structure and used in commuuications that
radiate or capture electromagnetic waves, digital
signals, analog signals, radio frequencies, (exclud-
ing radar signals), wireless telecommunications
signals, or other communication signals.

Bacldwu! network shall mean the lines that
connect a provider's tower/cell sites to one or more
cellular telephone switching offices, and/or long
distance providers, or the pubJic switched tele-
phone network.

FAA- Federal Aviation Administration.

FCC: Federal Communications Commission.

Telecommunications facilities shall mean the
plant, equipment and property, including but not
limited to, cables, wires, conduits, ducts, pedes-
tals, antennae, towers, alternative towel' struc-
tures, electronics and other appurtenances used
to transmit, receive, distribute, provide or offer
telecommunications services.

Telecommunications service shall mean the pro-
viding or offering for rent, sale or lease, or in
exchange for other value received, of the trans-
mittal of voice, data, image, graphic and video
programming infonnation bet'.'/een or among points
by wire, cable, fiber optics, laser, microwave,
radio, satellite or similar facilities, with or with-
out benefit or any closed transmission medium.

Tower shall mean any structure designed and
constructed prinlarily for the purpose of support-
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ing one or more antennas, including self-support-
ing lattice towers, guy towers, or monople towers.
The term includes radio and television transmis-
sion towers, microwave towers, com.mon carrier
towers, cellular te1ephone towers, and other sim-
ilar structures. This tenn also includes any an-
tenna or antenna array attached to the tower
structure.

Tower height shall mean, when referring to a
tower or other alternative tower structure, the
distance measured from the lowest point within
ten feet of the structure to the highest point on
the tower or other alternative tower structure,
including the base pad and any antenna.
(Ord. No. 2116, § 2,5-23-00)

Sec. 99-53. Permit required.

Telecommunications facilities shall be regu-
lated and permitted pursuant to this article.

(1) A telecommunications facility shall obtain
a permit as a condition for the siting,
construction, or operation of the telecom-
munications facility. The fee for the per-
mit shall be $10.00 for each foot of tower
height.

(2) These regulations shall apply to all tow-
ers and antennas, as defined, except:

a. Any tower or antenna, not more than
70 feet in height, owned or operated
by a federally-licensed amateur ra-
dio station operator, if it is used
exclusively as a receive-only facility;

b. Any antenna colocated on an exist-
ing telecommunications facility, ex-
cept as expressly provided in this
article;

c. A telecommunications facility lo-
cated or colocated on property, which
is owned by the City of McAlester
and designated by the City of
McAlester as a site suitable for loca-
tion of a telecommunications facility.

(3) Any violation of this article is hereby
declared to be a nuisance. In addition to
any other relief or penalty provided by
law, the City of McAlester may apply to
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district court for an injunction to prohibit
the continuation of any violation of this
article.

COrd. No. 2116, § 3, 5-23-00)

Sec. 99-54. Colocation requirements.

(a) All applicants for a telecommunications
facility permit shall colocate on an existing facil-
ity if it is feasible to do so. An existing facility
shall be deemed available for colocation if:

. The facility is within the search ring of the
applicant or within a reasonable distance so as
to fit into the applicant's design;

. Space is available on the facility; and

. The applicant and the facility owner will lease
space to applicant at a reasonable market rate.

(1) If the app1icant finds that colocation is not
feasible, it shall submit to the city a
written statement of the reasons for the
infeasibility. The city may retain a tech-
nical expert in the field of radiofrequency
(RF) engineering to determine whether
colocation at the site is feasible. The cost
for such a technical expert \vill be at the
e.xpense of the applicant.

(2) The city may deny the permit unless the
applicant demonstrates to the city by sub-
stantial evidence that existing telecommu-
nications facilities cannot accommodate
the applicant's proposed antenna.

(b) A telecommunications tower shall not be
permitted unless the owner of the proposed tower
certifies to the city that the tower is available for
use by other telecommunications service provid-
ers on a reasonable and non-discriminatory basis.
Towers shall be designed and built to accommo-
date a minimum of three telecommunications
facilities.

(c) To facilitate colocation and coordination of
telecommunications sites, all telecommunications
service providers shall, within ninety (90) days of
the publication of this article, provide the city
with their prospective antenna plans. Said plans
shall include detailed maps shO\vil1g the locations
of all telecommunications towers serving any por-
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