
Chapter 18

BUILDINGS AND BUILDING REGULATIONS*

Article L In General

Sec. 18-1. Permit requirements for construction of buildings outside city
when connected to city utilities.

Sec. 18-2. Improperly built, altered, etc., buildings deemed nuisances.
Sees. 18-3-18-25. Reserved.

Article IL Department of Code Administration

Sec. 18-26. Created; code administrator generally.
Sec. 18-27. General powers and duties-Department and inspectors.
Sec. 18-28. Same-Code administrator.
Sec. 18-29. Officers' and employees' conflicts of interest.
Sec. 18-30. Records.
Sees. 18-31-18-50. Reserved.

Article III Building Code

Sec. 18-51. Adopted.
Sec. 18-52. Definitions.
Sec. 18-53. Amendments.
Sec. 18-54. Rights of inspectors.
Sec. 18-55. Violations.
Sees. 18-56-18-70. Reserved.

Article Iv. Electrical Code

Division 1. Generally

Sec. 18-71. Title.
Sec. 18-72. Definitions.
Sec. 18-73. Article does not affect liability for damages.
Sees. 18-74-18-80. Reserved.

Division 2. Administration and Enforcement

Subdivision I. General Provisions

Sec. 18-81. Relief from personal responsibility.
Sec. 18-82. Electrical inspector's right of entry.
Sec. 18-83. Special rulings by electrical inspector.
Sees. 18-84-18-95. Reserved.

Subdivision II. Permits and Inspections

Sec. 18-96. Work permit.
Sec. 18-97. Inspection and approval of new installations-Generally.
Sec. 18-98. Electrical inspections and permit fees.
Sees. 18-99-18-110. Reserved.

"'Cross references-Airport zoning, § 14-61 et seq.; fire prevention code, §50-51 et seq.; liquefied petroleum gas, §50-76 et seq.;
housing discrimination, § 58-81 et seq.; manufactured homes and trailers, ch. 74.

State law references-General authority to regulate buildings, 11 O.S. §§22-113, 43-102; local building standards, 74 O.S.
§ 324.8.

Supp. No. 11 CD18:1



Supp. No. 11

McALESTER CODE

Division 3. Electricians

Subdivision I. General Provisions

Sec, 18-111. Apprentices.
Secs. 18-112-18-120. Reserved.

Subdivision II. Registration

Sec. 18-121. Required.
Sec. 18-122. Exceptions.
Sec. 18-123. Registration and fees.
Sec. 18-124. Effect of issuance.
Sec. 18-125. Bond and insurance requirements for electrical contractors.
Sec. 18-126. Expiration and renewal.
Sec. 18-127. Transfer to or use by another.
Sec. 18-128. Revocation.
Secs. 18-129-18-140. Reserved.

Division 4. Technical Standards

National Electrical Code adopted.
Amendments to electrical code.
General equipment standards.
Special requirements for wiring in commercial buildings and
places of public assembly.

Sec. 18-145. Branch circuits; type C lamp cords prohibited in certain places.
Sec. 18-146. Ground connections prohibited in certain locations.
Sec. 18-147. Trailer hookups; electrical inspection required.
Secs. 18-148-18-170. Reserved.

Sec.
Sec.
Sec.
Sec.

18-141.
18-142.
18-143.
18-144.

Article V. Plumbing Code

Division 1. Generally

Sec. 18-171. Definitions.
Sec. 18-172. Relief from personal responsibility.
Sec. 18-173. Plumbing inspector's right of entry.
Sec. 18-174. Plumbing inspections and permit fees.
Sec. 18-175. Backflow prevention devices.
Secs. 18-176-18-185. Reserved.

Division 2. Plumbers

Subdivision I. General Provisions

Sec. 18-186. Apprentices.
Secs. 18-187-18-195. Reserved.

Subdivision II. Registration

Sec. 18-196. Required.
Sec. 18-197. Fees.
Sec. 18-198. Bond for plumbing contractors.
Sec. 18-199. Expiration and renewal.
Sec. 18-200. Effect of issuance.
Sec. 18-201. Transfer to or use by another.
Sec. 18-202. Revocation.
Secs. 18-203-18-215. Reserved.
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Division 3. Technical Standards

Sec. 18-216. Plumbing code adopted.
Sec. 18-217. PVC plastic drain and vent pipe and fittings; PVC plastic water

services.
Sees. 18-218-18-240. Reserved.

Article VI. Mechanical Code

Division 1. Generally

Sec. 18-241. Title.
Sec. 18-242. Definitions.
Sec. 18-243. Penalty.
Sec. 18-244. Intent.
Sec. 18-245. Applicability.
Sec. 18-246. Matters not provided for.
Sec. 18-247. Conflicting provisions.
Sec. 18-248. Continuation of unlawful use.
Sec. 18-249. Mechanical code adopted; purpose and scope.
Sec. 18-250. Annual license, permit and inspection fees.
Sec. 18-251. Rights of inspection.
Sec. 18-252. Appeals board.
Sec. 18-253. Examining board.
Sees. 18-254----18-265. Reserved.

Division 2. Mechanical Contractors, Journeymen and Apprentices

Subdivision I. General Provisions

Sec. 18-266. Exemptions.
Sees. 18-267-18-275. Reserved.

Subdivision II. License

Sec. 18-276. Required.
Sec. 18-277. Application; examination and fee.
Sec. 18-278. Expiration.
Sec. 18-279. Bond and insurance requirements.
Sec. 18-280. Transfer.
Sec. 18-281. Appeals board.
Sees. 18-282-18-300. Reserved.

Article VII. Energy Conservation Code

Sec. 18-301. Adopted; construction.
Sees. 18-302-18-320. Reserved.

Article VIII. Moving- of Buildings

Division 1. Generally

Sec. 18-321.
Sec. 18-322.
Sec. 18-323.
Sec. 18-324.
Sec. 18-325.
Sec. 18-326.
Sec. 18-327.

Definitions.
Enforcement.

- Appeals.
Compliance with other ordinances.
Mover's license.
Route; use of streets.
Limitation on occupancy of streets.
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Notice in change of proposed time of move.
Flagman or escort.
Lights, barricades.
Notice of damage to city property.
Payment of expenses and damages incurred by city.
Clearance, filling of original site.
Plugging of sewer at original site; notice regarding utility ser-
vices.

Sees. 18-335-18-345. Reserved.

Sec.
Sec.
Sec.
Sec.
Sec.
Sec.
Sec.

18-328.
18-329.
18-330.
18-33l.
18-332.
18-333. -
18-334.

Division 2. Permit

Sec. 18-346. Required.
Sec. 18-347. Application, accompanying documents.
Sec. 18-348. Fees.
Sec. 18-349. Applicant's general deposit, bond or insurance.
Sec. 18-350. Applicant to deposit amount of city's estimated expenses.
Sec. 18-351. Inspection of building, applicant's equipment.
Sec. 18-352. Issuance to licensed mover only.
Sec. 18-353. Denial.
Sec. 18-354. Deposit of money, bonds, etc., received under division.
Sees. 18-355-18-375. Reserved.

Sec. 18-376.
Sec. 18-377.
Sec. 18-378.

Article IX. Dangerous Buildings

Duties of codes administrator.
Designation of administrative officer; appeals.
Condemnation proceedings.
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and regulations shall be heard by the state elec-
trical investigator and any final decision shall be
rendered by that specific department.

Electrical contractor means a person engaged
in the general electrical contracting business cov-
ering all features of the electrical industry.

Electrical equipment means electrical conduc-
tors, metallic raceways, fittings, devices, fixtures,
appliances, apparatus and any electrical material
of any nature, kind or description, to be installed
within or on any building or structure.

Electrical sign contractor means a person en-
gaged in the business of manufacturing, assem-
bling, wiring, rewiring, installing, erecting or
repairing interior or exterior electrical signs, but
not installing any building wiring or connecting
signs to the building wiring.

Electrician's examining board means the state
board of health electrical examining board. All
electrician's examinations will be conducted by
this board and held in Oklahoma City. Permits
cannot be issued by the city for electrical work
without a current state electrical license.

Journeyman electrician means a person actu-
ally engaged in the work of installing or repairing
electrical equipment.
(Code 1974, § 7-60)

Cross reference-Definitions generally, § 1-2.

Sec. 18-73. Article does not affect liability
for damages.

This article shall not be construed to affect the
responsibility or liability of any party owning,
operating, controlling or installing any electrical
equipment for damages to persons or to property
caused by any defect therein, nor shall the city or
any officer or employee of the city be held as
assuming such liability by reason of the inspec-
tions provided for in this article or by reason of
the approval or disapproval of any equipment
under the provisions of this article.
(Code 1974, § 7-72)

Sees. 18-74-18-80. Reserved.

Supp. No. 16

DIVISION 2. ADMINISTRATION AND
ENFORCEMENT

Subdivision 1. General Provisions

Sec. 18-81. Relief from personal responsibil-
ity.

(a) The electrical official, officer or employee
charged with the enforcement of this article,
while acting for the jurisdiction, shall not thereby
be rendered liable personally, and is hereby re-
lieved from all personal liability for any damage
that may accrue to persons or property as a result
of any act required or permitted in the discharge
of official duties.

(b) Any suit instituted against any officer or
employee because of an act performed in the
lawful discharge of duties and under the provi-
sions of this code shall be defended by the legal
representative of the jurisdiction until the final
termination of the proceedings. The electrical
official or any subordinates shall not be liable for
costs in any action, suit or proceeding that may be
instituted in pursuance of the provisions of this
article. Any officer of the department of electrical
inspection, acting in good faith and without mal-
ice, shall be free from liability for acts performed
under any of its provisions or by reason of any act
or omission in the performance of official duties in
connection therewith.
(Code 1974, § 7-67.1)

Sec. 18-82. Electrical inspector's right of en-
try.

The electrical inspector, while in the discharge
of his official duty, shall have the authority to
enter any building or premises at any reasonable
hour, for the purpose of making any electrical
inspection, reinspection or test of the electrical
equipment contained therein or its installation,
and when any electrical installations are found to
be in an unsafe or hazardous condition, the elec-
trical inspector shall notify the person where such
installations exist to correct the same and place
them in a safe condition. Any person failing or
refusing to make corrections of hazardous or
unsafe electrical installations, after having been
notified by the electrical inspector, within a des-
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ignated time to be determined by the electrical
inspector, shall be guilty of an offense and each
day after the expiration of the time designated to
make corrections shall constitute a separate of-
fense. When hazardous or unsafe electrical condi-
tions exist and any person fails to make correc-
tions after having been notified, the electrical
inspector shall have the authority to discontinue
the electrical service.Any person interfering with
the electrical inspector shall be guilty of an of-
fense.
(Code 1974, § 7-70)

Sec. 18-83. Special rulings by electrical in-
spector.

The electrical inspector shall have the author-
ity to make special rulings, when circumstances
warrant, for the safeguarding of life and property
and the improvement of electrical installations,
but in all cases persons engaged in installing
electrical equipment and holding a license under
this article must be notified by letter of such
rulings.
(Code 1974, § 7-71)

Sees. 18-84-18-95. Reserved.

Subdivision II. Permits and Inspections

Sec. 18-96.Workpermit.

(a) It shall be unlawful for any person to
install any electrical wiring, fixtures or apparatus
in or on any building or structure in the city, or
make extensions to any existing electrical instal-
lations, without first securing a permit from the
department ofcodeadministration; provided, that
extensions may be made to existing circuits in
accordance with the provisions of this article,
without a permit. Permits shall be issued to
registered electrical contractors only.

(b) The electrical contractor shall, prior to pro-
ceeding to do any work requiring a permit under
this section, call the office of the department of
code administration and give the name of the
electrical contractor who is to do such work and

Supp. No. 16

the address where the work is to be done. He shall
then make written application to the department
for the issuance of the permit.
(Code 1974, § 7-65)

State law reference-Authority to require permit, 59
O.S. § 1693.

Sec. 18-97. Inspection and approval of new
installations-Generally.

(a) It shall be the duty of the electrical inspec-
tor to inspect all electrical equipment installed
within the city.

(b) New or old work roughed in shall include
all electrical equipment to make the installation
complete, and shall be free from unintentional
grounds, with joints properly made up, ready for
attachment offixtures, droplights and appliances,
before it is inspected. After making inspection of
work roughed in, the electrical inspector shall
leave a tag or notice in the switch cabinet or
attached to the service equipment, plainly indi-
cating whether the work has been approved and
is ready to conceal, or that the installation is not
standard and must not be covered until approved
by the electrical inspector.

(c) It shall be unlawful for any person to con-
ceal or cause to be concealed any electrical equip-
ment used for electric light, heat or power until
the installation has been approved by the electri-
cal inspector. A tag in the switch cabinet or
attached to the service equipment, properly signed
and dated, so stating, will be sufficient notice of
such approval.

(d) It shall be unlawful for any public service
corporation, individual or light, heat or power
company to connect or cause to be connected any
service or building, for the supply of electric
current for light, heat or power, until he or it has
been notified, in writing, by the electrical inspec-
tor that the electrical work has been inspected
and approved and is ready for electric service.
(Code 1974, § 7-66)

Sec. 18-98. Electrical inspections and per-
mit fees.

The following charges shall be assessed for
permits and inspections and shall be paid to the
city treasurer.

(1) Residential: $0.06 per square foot of con-
struction.
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BUILDINGS AND BUILDING REGULATIONS § 18-98

(2) Commercial: $0.06 per square foot of con-
struction.

(3) Remodeling /general inspection fees:
Residential: $30.00.
Commercial: $40.00.

(4) Required reinspection:
Residential: $30.00.
Commercial: $40.00.

(Code 1974, § 7-67; Ord. No. 2145, § 3, 2-26-02;
Ord. No. 2188, § 3, 12-14-04; Ord. No. 2208, § 2,
9-27-05; Ord. No. 2346, § 2, 2-9-10)

Supp. No. 16 CD18:10.1











BUILDINGS AND BUILDING REGULATIONS § 18-172

Committee means the state committee ofplumb-
ing examiners appointed by the state commis-
sioner of health.

Journeyman plumber means, and is hereby
defined to be, any person other than a master
plumber or plumbing contractor who engages in
or works at the actual installation, alteration,
repair and/or renovation of plumbing.

Master plumber means a plumbing contractor
as defined in this section.

Plumber's appeals board means that board
comprising the commissioner of health from the
state board of health and the commission of
plumbing examiners, which shall constitute the
plumbing hearing board who shall investigate
complaints, conduct hearings and suspend or re-
voke plumbing licenses. All appeals concerning
technical disputes, interpretations, opinions,
plumbing rules or regulations shall be heard by
this board.

Plumber's examining board means the exam-
ining board for issuing state licenses, which shall
consist of the state commission of plumbing ex-
aminers from the state board of health, and can
conduct examinations of applicants for licenses
for plumbing contractors, journeyman plumbers
and apprentices. City permits cannot be issued
without a current state plumbing license.

Plumbing means and includes:

(1) All piping, fixtures, appurtenances and
appliances for, and in connection with, a
supply ofwater within or adjacent to any
building, structure, or conveyance on the
premises and to the connection with a
water main or other source of supply.

(2) All piping, fixtures, appurtenances and
appliances for sanitary drainage or storm
drainage facilities, including venting sys-
tems for such facilities, within or adjacent
to any building, structure, or conveyance
on the premises and to the connection
with a public disposal system or other
acceptable terminal.

(3) The installation, repair, maintenance and
renovation of all piping, fixtures, appur-
tenances and appliances for a supply of

Supp. No. 16

water, or for the disposal of wastewater,
liquid waste, or sewagewithin or adjacent
to any building, structure, or conveyance
on the premises and to the source of
supply of water or point of disposal of
wastes.

Plumbing contractor means any person who is
skilled in the planning, superintending and prac-
tical installation of plumbing and is familiar with
the laws, rules and regulations governing same.
This definition may be construed to mean any
person who has qualified and is registered under
this article as a plumbing contractor, who may
operate as an individual, firm, partnership or
corporation to engage in the business of plumb-
ing, or the business ofcontracting to do, or furnish
labor and/or labor and materials for, the installa-
tion, repair, maintenance or renovation of plumb-
ing, according to the requirements of this article.

Plumbing hearing boardmeans the state plumb-
ing hearing board. It consists ofthe state commis-
sioner ofhealth as chairman, and the members of
the state committee of plumbing examiners.
(Code 1974, §§ 7-115, 7-115.1)

Cross reference-Definitions generally, § 1-2.

Sec. 18-172. Relief from personal responsi-
bility.

(a) The plumbing official, officer or employee
charged with the enforcement of this article,
while acting for the jurisdiction, shall not thereby
be rendered liable personally, and is hereby re-
lieved from all personal liability for any damage
that may accrue to persons or property as a result
of any act required or permitted in the discharge
of official duties.

(b) Any suit instituted against any officer or
employee because of an act performed in the
lawful discharge of duties and under the provi-
sions of this article shall be defended by the legal
representative of the jurisdiction until the final
termination of the proceedings. The plumbing
official or any subordinates shall not be liable for
costs in any action, suit or proceeding that may be
instituted in pursuance of the provisions of this
article. Any officer ofthe department of plumbing
inspection, acting in good faith and without mal-
ice, shall be free from liability for acts performed
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under any of its provisions or by reason of any act
of omission in the performance of official duties in
connection therewith.
(Code 1974, § 7-124.1)

Sec. 18-173. Plumbing inspector's right of
entry.

The plumbing inspector, while in the discharge
of his official duty, or his authorized representa-
tive, shall have the authority to enter any build-
ing, structure or premises at any reasonable hour
to enforce the provisions of this article. When any
plumbing or sanitary installation is found to be in
an unsafe or hazardous condition, the plumbing
inspector shall notify the person where such con-
dition exists to correct the same and to make it
safe. Any person failing or refusing to make
correction of a hazardous or unsafe condition,
after having been notified by the plumbing inspec-
tor, within a designated time to be determined by
the plumbing inspector, shall be guilty of an
offense and each day after the expiration of the
designated time shall constitute a separate of-
fense. When these hazardous conditions exist and
the notified person fails to make corrections, the
plumbing inspector shall have the authority to
immediately discontinue the water supply to the
structure. Any person interfering with the plumb-
ing inspector shall be guilty of an offense.
(Code 1974, § 7-124)

Sec. 18-174. Plumbing inspections and per-
mit fees.

The following charges shall be assessed for the
permits and inspections required.

(1) New construction /general permit fees:

Residential: $0.06 per square foot of con-
struction, including inspection.

Commercial: $0.06 per square foot of con-
struction, including inspection.

(2) Remodeling /general inspection fees:

Residential: $30.00

Commercial: $40.00

(3) Required reinspection:

Residential: $30.00

Supp. No. 16

Commercial: $40.00
(Code 1974, § 7-122; Ord. No. 2145, § 6, 2-26-02;
Ord. No. 2188, § 6, 12-14-04; Ord. No. 2208, § 3,
9-27-05; Ord. No. 2346, § 3, 2-9-10)

State law reference-Authority to charge fees for plumb-
ing permits and inspections, 59 O.S. § 1020.

Sec. 18-175. Backflow prevention devices.

All sanitary drainage piping shall have backflow
prevention devices installed as approved by the
plumbing inspector prior to connection to the
public disposal system.
(Ord. No. 2228, § 1, 4-11-06)

Sees. 18-176-18-185. Reserved.

DIVISION 2. PLUMBERS*

Subdivision I. General Provisions

Sec. 18-186. Apprentices.

Apprentice plumbers must be registered with
the state as required by 59 0.8. § 1013.Appren-
tices shall not perform plumbing work except
under the direct on-the-job supervision of a regis-
tered plumbing contractor or registered journey-
man plumber. Each plumbing contractor or jour-
neyman plumber shall be allowed no more than
two apprentices under his direct supervision.
(Code 1974, § 7-116.5)

Sees. 18-187-18-195. Reserved.

Subdivision II. Registration

Sec. 18-196. Required.

It shall be unlawful for any person to engage in
the business, trade or occupation of a plumbing
contractor, journeyman plumber or apprentice
plumber, as those terms are defined in 59 0.8.
§ 1003, and in section 18-171 ofthis Code, in this

*Cross reference-Businesses, ch. 22.
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BUILDINGS AND BUILDING REGULATIONS § 18-197

city unless he has a current and valid registration
authorizing him to do so, and issued in accord
with this division.
(Code 1974, § 7-116(a»

State law reference-Authority of city relative to regis-
tration of plumbers, 59 O.S. § 1020.

Sec. 18-197. Fees.

(a) Before the issuance or renewal of a regis-
tration under this section, the applicant shall pay
the following fees to the city treasurer:

Supp. No. 11 CD18:16.1
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ARTICLE VI. MECHANICAL CODE

DIVISION 1. GENERALLY

Sec. 18-241. Title.

This article shall be known as the "Mechanical
Code of the City of McAlester" and is referred to
as the mechanical code.
(Code 1974, § 7-126(a))

Sec. 18-242. Definitions.

The following words, terms and phrases, when
used in this article, shall have the meanings
ascribed to them in this section, except where the
context clearly indicates a different meaning:

Air conditioning or air conditioning space means
the process of treating air by controlling its tem-
perature, humidity and cleanliness to meet the
requirements of a designated area.

Board means the state board of health of the
state department of health.

Chief appointing authority as used in the code
adopted by this article shall mean the city man-
ager.

Department of building inspection and build-
ing official, as used in the code adopted by this
article, shall mean the department of building
administration and the code administrator, or his
duly authorized inspectors, respectively.

Examining board means the local committee or
board of mechanical examiners.

Gas piping means and includes all natural gas
piping within or adjacent to any building, struc-
ture, or conveyance on the premises and to the
connection with a natural gas meter, regulator or
other source of supply.

Heating systems means and includes systems
consisting of air heating appliances from which
the heated air is distributed and shall include any
accessory apparatus and equipment installed in
connection therewith.

Mechanical apprentice or apprentice means any
person 16 years of age or older whose principal
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§ 18-242

occupation is learning mechanical work on the job
under the direct supervision of a journeyman or
contractor.

Mechanical contractor or contractor means any
person engaged in the business of planning, con-
tracting, supervising or furnishing labor, or labor
and materials for mechanical work.

Mechanical firm means any corporation, part-
nership, association, proprietorship or other busi-
ness entity which plans or engages, or offers to
engage, in mechanical work for another within
this state.

Mechanical journeyman or journeyman means
any person other than a contractor or apprentice
who engages in mechanical work.

Mechanical work means the installation, main-
tenance, repair, or renovation, in whole or in part,
of any heating system, cooling system, mechani-
cal refrigeration system or ventilation system or
any equipment or piping carrying chilled water,
air for ventilation purposes, or natural gas, or the
installation, maintenance, repair or renovation of
process piping used to carry any liquid, substance
or material, including steam and hot water used
for space heating purposes not under the jurisdic-
tion of the department of labor, provided that
minor repairs to such systems are excluded.

Minimum standards means meeting the na-
tionally recognized and recommended industry
standards for mechanical work and installation,
referenced by codes published by BOCA, South-
ern Building Code Congress International (SBCCI)
or the Uniform Building Code (UBC).

Refrigeration system means the erection, instal-
lation, repairing, and servicing of a system em-
ploying a fluid which normally is vaporized and
liquefied in an air conditioning system, food pres-
ervation measure or manufacturing process.

Sheet metal means the erection, installation
and repairing of all ferrous or nonferrous duct
work and all other materials used in all air-
conveyor systems, flues, combustion air and air
handling systems in all air conditioning.
(Code 1974, § 7-128)

Cross reference-Definitions generally,§ 1-2.
State law reference-Similar provisions,59O.S.§ 1850.2.
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Sec. 18-243. Penalty.

Any person who fails to comply with the provi-
sions of this article shall be guilty of a misde-
meanor and upon conviction shall be fined as
prescribed by section 1-8. Each day upon which a
violation continues shall be deemed a separate
offense.
(Code 1974, § 7-127.1)

Sec. 18-244. Intent.

This article shall be construed liberally and
justly to ensure public health, safety and welfare
insofar as they are affected by the installation
and maintenance of mechanical systems.
(Code 1974, § 7-126(b»

Sec. 18-245. Applicability.

The provisions of this article shall apply to the
mechanical installations in all buildings and struc-
tures and their appurtenant constructions. Instal-
lations of plumbing systems, as defined in the
plumbing code, are not covered by the provisions
of this article.
(Code 1974, § 7-126(a), (c»

Sec. 18-246. Matters not provided for.

Any requirements essential for the safe opera-
tion of any appliance or mechanical system not
specifically provided for by this article shall be
determined by the mechanical official.
(Code 1974, § 7-126(d»

Sec. 18-247. Conflicting provisions.

(a) This article shall not be construed to pre-
vent the enforcement of other regulations or ordi-
nances which prescribe mechanical standards other
than are provided in this article.

(b) Where differences occur between provi-
sions of this article and referenced standards, the
provisions of this article shall apply.
(Code 1974, § 7-126(f), (g»

Supp. No. 10

Sec. 18-248. Continuation of unlawful use.

It shall be unlawful to install, extend, alter,
repair or maintain mechanical systems in or
adjacent to buildings except in conformity with
this article.
(Code 1974, § 7-126(e»

Sec. 18-249. Mechanical code adopted; pur-
pose and scope.

(a) It is the purpose and scope of this article to
establish minimum standards in terms of perfor-
mance objectives, implemented by specific require-
ments, which will provide reasonable safeguards
to protect the public health and safety against the
hazards of inadequate, defective or unsafe me-
chanical installation. The code sets forth compre-
hensive regulation for the safe installation and
maintenance of mechanical facilities, where great
reliance was previously placed on accepted prac-
tice and engineering standards. It accepts nation-
ally recognized standards as the criteria for de-
termining the performance of materials and
systems of construction.

(b) Except as may be otherwise specifically
provided by law or ordinance or rules fully pro-
mulgated by the code administrator, the design,
installation, maintenance, alteration and inspec-
tion of mechanical systems, including:

(1) Heating systems;

(2) Ventilating systems;

(3) Air distribution systems;

(4) Cooling systems;

(5) Steam and hot water heating systems;

(6) Process piping;

(7) Boilers and pressure vessels;

(8) Appliances utilizing gas, liquid or solid
fuel;

(9) Chimneys and vents;

(10) Mechanical refrigeration systems;

(11) Fireplaces;

(12) Barbecues;

(13) Incinerators;

(14) Crematories;
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BUILDINGS AND BUILDING REGULATIONS § 18-252

(15) Fire protection systems;

(16) Air pollution control systems;

(17) Solar heating and cooling systems;

(18) Gas, fuel oil and hydronic piping;

(19) Gas appliances;

and all other gas installation except liquefied
petroleum gas installations shall comply with the
requirements ofthe International Mechanical Code,
2003 edition and the International Fuel Gas Code,
2003 edition which is hereby adopted in whole by
the city.
(Code 1974, § 7-125; Ord. No. 2055, § 4, 10-8-96;
Ord. No. 2145, § 9, 2-26-02; Ord. No. 2188, § 9,
12-14-04)

Charter reference-Authority to adopt by reference,
§ 2-15.

State law reference-Adoption by reference, 11 0.8.
§ 14-107.

Sec. 18-250.Annual license, permit and in-
spection fees.

(a) Before receiving a mechanical license, each
applicant shall pay an annual fee as follows:

Type of registration

Corporation or firm
Mechanical contractor
Mechanical journeyman
Mechanical apprentice

Initial
fee

$300.00
200.00
25.00
5.00

Renewal
fee

$100.00
80.00
15.00
5.00

(b) The fees required by this section shall not
be prorated. All corporations, firms, or mechani-
cal contractors shall also show proof of the state
required sales tax certificate issued by the state
tax commission prior to a license being issued.

(c) Mechanical inspections and permit fees.
The following fees shall be assessed for permits
and inspections.

(1) Residential: $0.04 per square foot of con-
struction new/additions).

(2) Commercial: $0.04 per square foot of con-
struction.

(3) Single inspection:
Residential: $30.00
Commercial: $40.00

Supp.No. 16

(4) Required reinspection:
Residential: $30.00.
Commercial: $40.00.

(Code 1974, § 7-130; Ord. No. 2145, § 10,2-26-02;
Ord. No. 2188, § 10, 12-14-04; Ord. No. 2208, § 4,
9-27-05; Ord. No. 2346, § 4, 2-9-10)

Sec. 18-251.Rights of inspection.

(a) Right of entry. In the discharge of duties,
the building official or authorized representative
shall have the authority to enter at any reason-
able hour any building, structure or premises in
the jurisdiction to enforce the provisions of this
article.

(b) Relief from personal responsibility. The build-
ing official, officer or employee charged with the
enforcement of this article while acting for the
jurisdiction, shall not thereby be rendered liable
personally, and the building official, officer or
employee is hereby relieved from all personal
liability for any damage that may accrue to per-
sons or property as a result of an act required or
permitted in the discharge of official duties. Any
suit instituted against any officer or employee
because of an act performed by that person in the
lawful discharge of duties and under the provi-
sions of this article shall be defended by the legal
representative of the jurisdiction until the final
termination ofthe proceedings. The building offi-
cial or any subordinates shall not be liable for
costs in any action, suit or proceeding that may be
instituted in pursuance of the provisions of this
code; and any officer of the department ofbuilding
inspection, acting in good faith and without mal-
ice, shall be free from liability for acts performed
under any of its provisions or by reason of any act
or omission in the performance of official duties in
connection therewith.
(Code 1974, § 7-128.1)

Sec. 18-252.Appeals board.

(a) A mechanical appeals board shall be estab-
lished consisting of three members to be ap-
pointed by the city manager; one mechanical
contractor, one licensed architect and one knowl-
edgeable citizen ofthe community. Such members
shall be appointed for a term of two years and/or
until their successors are appointed and qualified.

CD18;21



§ 18-252 McALESTER CODE

(b) The mechanical appeals board may, upon
its ownmotion, and shall, upon written complaint
filed by any person, investigate the business trans-
actions of any mechanical contractors, mechani-
cal journeyman, mechanical apprentices, or me-
chanical firms. The appeals board shall have
additional duties to:

(1) Hear appeals on technical disputes aris-
ing between mechanical contractors and
inspections or property owners, as to the
interpretation and effect of the codes gov-
erning the installation of heat and/or air
equipment.

(2) Prepare and issue interpretive opinions
relative to the technical aspects of the
mechanical code, but only in connection
with a real dispute between interested
parties.

(3) Formulate its own rules and regulations
pertaining to proceedings within the lim-
its of this article.

(Code 1974, § 7-133)
Cross reference-Boards and commissions,§ 2-166 et

seq.

Sec. 18-253. Examining board.

(a) There is hereby created a mechanical ex-
amining board which shall consist of the plumb-
ing inspector as ex officiomember and secretary,
the building officialor his appointee as chairman
and four additional members, appointed by the
city manager for two-year terms, who shall all be
heating, ventilation, or air conditioning contrac-
tors engaged in the mechanical business in the
city. Only those persons whohave had a minimum
of four years of professional experience in instal-
lation, servicing and/or repairing heat and air
systems and who are still active in the trade
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shall be eligible for appointment to the exam-
ining board. Any board member may be removed
for misconduct, incompetency or neglect of duty.
The board shall be responsible for determining
the time and place of its regular meetings and the
chairman shall call the meetings.

(b) The board may assist and advise the depart-
ment of building inspectors on all matters per-
taining to the licensing of mechanical contractors
and mechanical journeymen, and the registering
of mechanical apprentices; conduct investigations
into the qualification of applicants for licensure
and registration; conduct investigations and pro-
ceedings for alleged violations of the mechanical
code and/or licensing ordinance; and shall be re-
sponsible for developing and administering the
examinations for applicants for license as mechan-
ical contractors or journeymen.
(Code 1974, § 7-129(a), (b))
Crossreference-Boards and commissions, § 2-166 et seq.

Secs. 18-254-18-265. Reserved.

DIVISION 2. MECHANICAL CONTRACTORS,
JOURNEYMEN AND APPRENTICES*

Subdivision 1. General Provisions

Sec. 18-266. Exemptions.

The provisions of this division shall not apply
to:

(1) A person who is the property owner of
record, or his authorized representative,
when performing minor repair which shall
include but not be limited to cleaning, ad-
justing, calibrating and repair of mechan-
ical system parts and the replacement of
fuses and room thermostats, and other
minor repairs which shall not include any
repair which could violate the safe opera-
tion of the equipment.

(2) The installation of portable, self-contained,
ductless air conditioners or heaters.

.Cross reference-Businesses, ch. 22.
State law reference-Mechanical Licensing Act, 59 O.S. §

1850.1 et seq.

§ 18-276

(3) The setting or connecting of detached air
conditioning units which utilize flexible duc-
twork on a manufactured home. The term
manufactured home shall have the same
definition as such term is defined in 470.8.
§ 1102.

(4) Any permanent employee of a manufac-
turing facility, whether owned or leased,
while performing mechanical work on the
premises of such facility. The performance
of such mechanical work authorized by this
subsection shall not violate any manufac-
turer specification or compromise any
health or safety standards and practices in
accordance with state and federal regula-
tions.

(5) The service, repair and installation of
boilers, pressure vessels and welded steam
lines which are subject to the jurisdiction of
the commissioner of labor pursuant to the
provisions of 40 O.S. §§ 141.1-141.18.

(6) Employees of state-owned institutions doing
maintenance to state-owned facilities which
does not violate manufacturer specifications
nor compromise health or safety standards
and practices.

(7) Persons licensed under the Mechanical Li-
censing Act (59 0.8. § 1850.1 et seq.).

State law reference-Similar provisions, 59 O.S. §
1850.10(B).

Secs. 18-267-18-275. Reserved.

Subdivision II. License

Sec. 18-276. Required.

It shall hereafter be unlawful for any person
working within the corporate limits of the city to
engage in the installation and/or servicing busi-
ness or work of a HV AC (heating, ventilation, air
conditioning) mechanical contractor, journeyman
or apprentice, as defined in section 18-242 or as
defined in the National Mechanical Code as
adopted by the city, unless he has a current li-
cense authorizing him to do so issued in accor-
dance with this division.
(Code 1974, § 7-127)
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Sec. 18-277. Application; examination and
fee.

(a) Before any license shall be issued to any
person under this division such person shall file
an application with the plumbing inspector at least
15 days prior to the quarterly examination date.
A passing grade of at least 75 percent of a possible
100 percent must be achieved from the mechan-
ical examining board before being entitled to re-
ceive a mechanical license. Any applicant ini-
tially failing to pass the examination shall not be
permitted to take another examination for a pe-
riod of 30 days. Any applicant subsequently failing
to pass the examination shall not be permitted to
take another examination for a period of 90 days.

(b) Examinations for licenses as mechanical con-
tractors or mechanical journeymen shall be uni-
form and practical in nature for each respective
license and shall be sufficiently strict to test the
qualifications and fitness of the applicants for li-
censes. Examinations shall be in whole or in part
in writing. The examining board shall conduct
examinations quarterly or at such times as it
deems necessary.

(c) The examination fee shall be $100.00 for
companies, $50.00 for contractors, and $15.00 for
journeymen. The fee shall be paid to the city and
is nonrefundable. When the applicant passes the
examination and is recommended for a license by
the board, the examination fee shall be applied to
the fee for license. If the applicant fails the exam-
ination, all fees are forfeited, and are not cumu-
lative.
(Code 1974, § 7.129(c)-(e))

Sec. 18-278. Expiration.

All licenses issued under this division shall ex.
pire on June 30 next following the date of issu-
ance, and may be renewed by paying the renewal
fee within 30 days of the expiration date.
(Code 1974, §§ 7-127, 7-131)

Sec. 18-279. Bond and insurance require.
ments.

(a) Every person prior to receiving a license as
a mechanical contractor under the provisions of
this division shall file with the city clerk a bond

in the sum of $2,000.00, executed with a surety
company authorized to do business in the state.
Such bond shall be. conditioned so that the prin-
cipal will install all heat and air equipment in
accordance with all applicable laws of the state
and city ordinances. The principal shall, without
further cost to the person for whom the work was
done, remedy any defective or faulty work caused
by poor workmanship or inferior or nonstandard
material. Failure to do so could cause revocation
of the mechanical license.

(b) Each contractor shall protect the public
against loss by purchasing and maintaining a con-
tractor's liability insurance providing bodily in-
jury coverage of $25,000.00 for each person and
$50,000.00 for each occurrence and property
damage of $25,000.00 for each occurrence and
$25,000.00 aggregate.

(c) No work shall be performed by or for any
heat and air contractor unless the bond and in-
surance required by this section are in full force
and effect. The license shall be valid only while
such bond and insurance are in effect.
(Code 1974, § 7-132)

Sec. 18-280. Transfer.

It shall be unlawful for any person holding a
license under this division to transfer that license
or allow the use of same, directly or indirectly, by
any other person for the purpose of obtaining a
permit, or to perform mechanical installation, re-
pair or servicing. No person shall install, repair
or replace gas piping in connection with HV AC
work unless such person is licensed as a plumbing
contractor or journeyman plumber pursuant to the
laws of this state; or is licensed under the mechan-
icallicense ordinance.
(Code 1974, § 7-130.1)

Sec. 18-281. Appeals board.

(a) The mechanical appeals board shall sus-
pend or revoke, or may refuse to recommend re-
newal of any license or registration under the me-
chanical licensing ordinance for any of the
following:

(1) Making a material misstatement in the ap-
plication for a license or registration, or the
renewal of a license or registration.
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(2) Obtaining any license or registration by
false or fraudulent representation.

(3) Loaning or allowing the use of such license
by any other person or illegally using a li-
cense.

(4) Demonstrating incompetence to act as a me-
chanical journeyman or mechanical con.
tractor.

(5) Violating any provisions of the mechanical
licensing ordinance, or any rule, regulation
or order prescribed by the board pursuant
to the provisions of the mechanical licensing
ordinance.

(6) Willfully failing to perform normal busi.
ness obligations without justifiable cause.

(b) Any person whose license or registration has
been revoked by the mechanical hearing board
may apply for a new license one year from the
date of such revocation.
(Code 1974, § 7.133(b)(4))

Secs. 18-282-18-300. Reserved.

ARTICLE VII. ENERGY CONSERVATION
CODE

Sec. 18-301. Adopted; construction.

(a) It is the purpose and intent of this article to
establish minimum standards in terms of the ex.
terior envelopes and selection of heating, venti-
lating and air conditioning systems, service water
heating, electrical distribution systems and equip.
ment required for the purpose of effective use of
energy and shall govern all buildings and struc-
tures, or portions thereof, hereafter erected that
provide facilities or shelter for human occupancy,
and except as may be otherwise specifically pro-
vided by law or ordinance or rules fully promul-
gated by the code administrator. The design and
construction of the above items shall comply with
the requirements of the BOCA National Energy
Conservation Code, 1993 edition. This article shall
be known as the energy conservation code of the
city hereinafter referred to as the energy conser.
vation code.

(b) This article shall be construed liberally and
justly to ensure public health, safety and welfare
insofar as they are affected by the installation
and maintenance of systems covered therein, and
the whole thereof is adopted.
(Code 1974, § 7-34)

Charter reference-Authority of council to adopt codes by
reference, § 2-15.

State law reference-Adoption by reference, 11 O.S. § 14-
107.

Sec. 18-302-18-320. Reserved.

ARTICLE VIII. MOVING OF BUILDINGS*

DIVISION 1. GENERALLY

Sec. 18-321. Definitions.

The following words, terms and phrases, when
used in this article, shall have the meanings as-
cribed to them in this section, except where the
context clearly indicates a different meaning:

Building means a structure designed, built or
occupied as a shelter or roofed enclosure for per-
sons, animals or property and used for residen-
tial, business, mercantile, storage, commercial, in-
dustrial, institutional, assembly, educational or
recreational purposes. A structure of not more than
the following dimensions shall not fall within this
definition: width eight feet; height 131/2 feet;
length 35 feet.
(Code 1974, § 7-136)

Cross reference-Definitions generally, § 1-2.

Sec. 18-322. Enforcement.

At the direction of the city manager, the code
administrator and the police department shall en-
force and carry out the requirements of this ar-
ticle.
(Code 1974, § 7-137)

Sec. 18-323. Appeals.

Appeals to the city council may be taken by any
person aggrieved by the decision of the city man-
ager, the code administrator or the police depart-

"Cross references-Streets, sidewalks and other public
places, ch. 94; traffic and vehicles, ch. 102.
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ment in enforcing this article. Such appeal shall
be taken within ten days from the date of such
decision, by filing with the city clerk a notice of
appeal specifying the grounds thereof. The city
clerk shall place the appeal on the next regular
agenda of the city council.
(Code 1974, § 7-138)

Sec. 18-324. Compliance with other ordi.
nances.

All persons moving a building under this ar-
ticle shall comply with the building code, the
housing code, the zoning ordinance and all other
applicable ordinances and laws upon relocating
the building in the city.
(Code 1974, § 7-139)

Sec. 18-325. Mover's license.

No person shall move any building over, along
or across any highway, street or alley in the city,
unless he has a current building mover's license
issued by the city treasurer. The annual fee for
such license shall be $50.00. The city treasurer
shall receipt all persons paying such fee, when
paid and accepted by the treasurer under the pro-
visions of this article, and issue to such persons a
building mover's license. Such license shall ex-
pire on June 30 next following its issuance.
(Code 1974, § 7-140)

Crossreference-Businesses, ch. 22.

Sec. 18-326. Route; use of streets.

The applicant shall submit the proposed route
to be used in moving any structure. The proposed
route must be approved by the public works di-
rector, the police chief, fire chief and all utility
companies. In making their determinations, the
public works director, police chief and fire chief
shall act to assure maximum safety to persons
and property in the city and to minimize conges-
tion and traffic hazards on public streets. Only
the streets so designated shall be used in moving
the building. During the months of June, July,
August and September of any year, no building or
structure shall be moved across any public street
or highway paved with asphalt or oil covered
without specific approval of the city manager.
(Code 1974, § 7-141)

Sec. 18-327. Limitation on occupancy of
streets.

The person to whom a permit is issued under
this article shall remove the building from the
city streets after four days of such occupancy, un-
less an extension is granted from the city man-
ager. Buildings or structures shall not be moved
on, over, along or across streets, avenues or bou-
levards of the city before 8:30 a.m. or after 3:30
p.m. and shall not be moved on Sundays or legal
holidays.
(Code 1974, § 7-142)

Sec. 18-328. Notice in change of proposed
time of move.

Every permittee under this article shall notify
the code administrator of a desired change in the
moving date and hours as proposed in the appli-
cation for his permit. Those changes must then be
reapproved by the police chief and fire chief.
(Code 1974, § 7-143)

Sec. 18-329. Flagman or escort.

The permittee under this article shall pay the
expense of a traffic officer ordered by the code
administrator to accompany the movement of the
building to protect the public 'from injury; pro-
vided, however that the foregoing shall not apply
if the permittee furnishes his own flagman or es-
cort.
(Code 1974, § 7-144)

Sec. 18-330. Lights, barricades.

Every permittee under this article shall cause
red lights to be displayed, during the nighttime,
on every side of the building being moved, while
it is standing on a street, in such a manner as to
warn the public of the obstruction, and shall at all
times erect and maintain barricades across the
streets in such a manner as to protect the public
from damage or injury by reason of the moving of
the building.
(Code 1974, § 7-145)

Sec. 18-331. Notice of damage to city prop-
erty.

Every person holding a permit to move a
building shall notify the code administrator, in
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